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 I was delighted to hear recently that, according to a December survey, 
the number of monarch butterflies hibernating in southern Mexico has re-
bounded. The article said that the Winter Colonies covered about ten 
acres of forest this winter (up from around three acres last winter).   

This news means that there is a good chance that I, along with others who 
like to view or take pictures of these beautiful insects, will be found run-
ning around fields where weeds such as Milkweed dominate. Before we 
can do that, however, the migratory population of monarchs must make a 
long or even the longest trip for travelers in the insect world. They will fly 
as many as 2,800 miles from the US to Mexico to Canada.  We are told 
that the flight back north takes four or five generations and it is not known 
how monarch butterflies (or rather their offspring) find their way to Canada 
or back to the winter sanctuary in Mexico each year. 

This is not the only amazing thing for me about monarchs. They begin 
their lives as live caterpillars, somewhat creepy and ugly and who incessantly crawl and chew.  
Eventually, they attach their tails firmly to a stick and lay still, sheathed with a shiny leather-like case. 
They seem to be dead. However, in time, the beautiful butterfly emerges, soars gracefully away, and 
leaves nothing behind but a broken chrysalis to indicate its former bondage.  

The chrysalis and butterfly give a wonderful image from nature of the empty grave clothes of our Ris-
en Lord.  When Peter and John heard the news that the Lord's body was gone from the garden 
tomb, they ran as fast as they could from their lodging. Peter entered the tomb and, as Johnôs Gos-
pel records in the 20

th
 chapter, "he saw the strips of linen lying there, as well as the burial cloth that 

had been around Jesus' head. The cloth was folded up by itself, separate from the linen". The grave 
clothes once wrapped continuously around the body of Jesus now lay collapsed - a mute testimony 
that the corpse they had once shrouded had now emerged in life.  

This Easter, as we do every Easter, we celebrate that the bondage of death is broken. Christ is Ris-
en!  We can face tomorrow with the assurance that Jesus is in fact alive to help us, to guide us, to 
give us hope for the future. Since He is living, our problems are shared. The broken chrysalis of His 
grave clothes proclaims that Christ is Victor even over death. Because He lives, nothing is impossi-
ble.  

In Christ,  

Bob 
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Agape Brockville and especially those supporters from St. Paulôs, are delighted to confirm that all 
three families have arrived and are settling into their new homes in Brockville. The six children in 
the group are attending school full-time ï struggling not only with the language, culture and weath-
er but also with the years of schooling that many of them have missed while living in refugee 
camps. The adults are all attending English as a Second language classes through T.R. Leger as 
well as a twice weekly ñConversation Groupò lead by volunteers.  

In January, Agape Brockville held an Open house so that donors, sponsors and volunteers could 
meet the thirteen newcomers to our community. Virginia Glover opened her home to the over 
eighty-five people who attended.  

Some assistance is still required especially in driving to school or appointments so, if you are will-
ing to help, please call Linda Eckert or John Flegg at (613-345-2117).  

All are looking forward to spring when there will be an opportunity for Brockvilleôs newcomers to 
further explore their new home. 

Open House at Virginia Gloverôs house to welcome the new families. 

Photo credit  Virginia Glover 



As I write this report during the Lenten season, I am most thankful to be a part of the St. Paulôs con-

gregation.  As I reflect on all that is happening both within our Church and through our outreach pro-

grams, we are very fortunate and truly blessed.  Since the last Servant, we have welcomed three 

new Canadian families to our community. I am happy to report that they are settling in very nicely.  

I would like to offer my congratulations to Bob Panter and his team of volunteers, who again this 

year organized a successful Pancake Supper. At total of $1,237.00 was raised; half will be going to 

PWRDF and the other half to Loaves and Fishes. All the hard work the volunteers and donors put 

into this event really paid off. 

With the help of Linda Eckert, Bea and I have been able to continue to send cards to those in need. 

The World Day of Prayer Service and Reception on March 4
th
 was hosted by St. Paulôs Church. Our 

congregation continues to be very active within the broader church community and it is gratifying to 

see new people join us each Sunday.  

We will see some changes to St. Paulôs this year. In May, a new,  donated stained glass window will 

be dedicated and installed in the sacristy. Also, this summer, the interior of the Church will be paint-

ed.  

The search for the new incumbent continues at a slower pace than was expected. The Parish Advi-

sory Committee hopes to have something to report soon.  

Now - as we celebrate the resurrection of Christ - on behalf of the Wardens: John F., Linda, John S. 

and myself, we would like to wish you a Blessed and healthy Easter. 

Rod Slack, Peopleôs Warden 

Wardenõs Message 
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Milestones and Memories at St. Paulõs 

Since the Christmas Edition of the Servant, St. Paulôs has mourned the loss and celebrated the lives 
of the following members of our church family: 

 

Beryl Edith Boyce             Caspar Wistar Haupt Jr.          Russell Evan Darling 



St. Paulõs Pancake Supper 
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Despite the fact that Lent seemed to sneak up on us early this year, the Pancake Supper was a 
great success ï 149 adults and 13 children for a total of 162 people as opposed to 136 last year. 
Our profit of $1,237.00 will be shared with Loaves and Fishes and the Primates World Relief and De-
velopment Fund. 

You might note that all the ingredients for the Pancake Supper ï groceries, maple syrup, pies and 
coffee again were all donated by parishioners. Many thanks to those who came forth once again to 
fry serve, clean -up, and to Shirley Jones and the ladies of the ACW who again came forth with 
those delicious home-made pies. Special thanks to Peter Mayer who regularly takes the day off to 
prepare sausages and fry pancakes, and once again to Linda Levey who purchased the groceries, 
to Ivan Cooper who procured the maple syrup, to Aileen Mayer who mixed up the pancake batter 
from scratch, and to Jane Guthrie who made the Gluten-free pancakes. Thanks to all who volun-
teered and to all who attended. 

Bob Panter   

The calm before the storm at the 2016 Pancake Supper   

Photo Credit Linda Eckert 



Fifty members of the congregation along with fifteen volunteers came together to enjoy a Christmas 
Service and festive luncheon of Chicken all-a king. Delightful carol music during the luncheon was 
provided by Debbie Hyland. The members of Comforting Arts group helped both behind the scenes 
and with serving. 

Gillian Shaw once again worked her magic in the dessert department. A variety of cookies, squares 
and a sumptuous trifle competed the meal. 

There was a surprise visit from Santa who circulated among the tables verifying who was on the 
naughty or nice list! All participated in the English Christmas Pie game at the end of the meal adding 
to the good spirit of the day. 

Rod and Bea Slack donated poinsettias that added so much to the decor. Several lucky winners 
took the flowers home. 

Pat Alexander 

Seniors Luncheon - December 2015 
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Then and Now ï John Sharpe receiving his     
Lay Readerôs Certificate in 2002 from Father 
Stan and at the Seniors Luncheon in Decem-
ber 2015)                            Submitted Photos 


